
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

October 17, 2012 

Minutes 
The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster held a Regular Meeting at 7:30PM on October 17, 2012 at Village Hall, 
50 Main Street, Brewster, New York 10509.  
 
Attendees:  Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini  
Trustees; Tom Boissonnault, Mary Bryde     Terri Stockburger 
Village Engineer: John Folchetti   
Village Counsel: Anthony Molé,  
Clerk & Treasurer: Peter Hansen 
Village Police: John Del Gardo 

Pledge to flag. 

Notation of Exits 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the regular meeting, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

Regular Meeting 

1. 1. NY Alert Presentation – Tom Lannon and Eileen Hurlie of Putnam County Bureau of Emergency Services provided 
an overview of the program for the Board and general public.  NY Alert is an “opt-in” service.  The subscription must 
be initiated by the subscriber by navigating to the internet site; www.nyalert.gov  Choose “Sign up for NY- Alert.  NY 
Alert is used to provide All-Hazards Alert and Notification to enhance emergency preparedness.  Notifications may 
include severe weather warnings, significant highway closures, hazardous materials spills, and many other 
emergency conditions.  By signing up for NY-Alert, you can receive warnings and emergency information via the 
web, your cell phone, email and other technologies.  Signing up for NY Alert is free.  Your information is protected 
and never shared with anyone else.  You can modify what type of information you receive or unsubscribe at any 
time.  It is a tool to provide you with critical information when you may need it most.  The Village of Brewster 
anticipates using NY Alert to notify of such things as pending emergencies and locations of shelters, winter parking 
rules, snow emergencies, street closures, and other information deemed useful to disseminate to the general public 
and especially local residents.  

2. Monthly Reports  
2.1. Code Enforcement Report – Joseph Szilagyi describes the importance of building permits and compliance 

inspections.  Mayor Schoenig says the village sent out a notice with the October water billing to all property 
owners informing them to contact the village office before starting any work on their property.  This is meant to 
ensure proper permits are obtained in advance and then code enforcement can inspect the work for 
compliance during the project and upon completion. – Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the September Code 
Enforcement Report, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  Report is attached to these minutes. 

2.2. Engineer’s Report - John Folchetti delivers the Engineer’s Report – Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the 
Engineer’s Report, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  Report is attached to these minutes. 

2.2.1.    11 Garden Street – will reinstall two sections of sewer piping. 
2.3. Police Report – John Del Gardo delivers the September Police Report – Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to accept 

the September Police Report, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  Report is attached to these minutes. 
2.4. Planning Board Report – Rick Stockburger delivers the September Planning Board Report.  Mayor Schoenig 

motions to accept the September Planning Board Report, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  Report is 
attached to these minutes. 

3. Bond Resolution authorizing the payment of a $200,000 settled claim – Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the 
Bond Resolution No. 101712-1 authorizing the issuance of a bond to cover the settled claim as written, Deputy 
Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  Deputy Mayor Piccini motions publication of notice, Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in 
favor 4 to 0. 

http://www.nyalert.gov/


4. Correspondence sent-received for September, 2012 – Trustee Bryde has some questions.  Clarifications provided.  
Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the September correspondence sent & received, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in 
favor 4 to 0.   Correspondence sent & received is attached to these minutes.   

5. Minutes for approval – October 3, 2012 - Trustee Bryde motions to approve the October 3, 2012 minutes, Deputy 
Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

6. Vouchers Payable – Trustee Bryde reviewed the vouchers and found everything in order. 

6.1. A General $4,863.87 
6.2. F  Water 7,850.92 
6.3. G Sewer Operations 74,415.51 
6.4. H05 50 Main Capital Project 795.08 
6.5. H10 Wastewater Capital Project 2,083.50  
6.6. TA Trust and Agency 3,752.85 

 Total Vouchers Payable  $137,761.73 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve vouchers payable, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

7. Other Business 

7.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini 

7.1.1.  The November 21st Board of Trustee’s meeting date is the day before Thanksgiving.  Deputy Mayor Piccini 
motions to cancel the November 21st meeting and if circumstances require a special meeting one will be 
called, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

7.1.2.  St. Lawrence O’Toole church has issued a letter saying they would be staying in the Village and not 
building the new Church which was to be located on Danbury Road. 

7.1.3.  Will we close the streets on Fright Night at Wells Woods?  Mayor Schoenig says it is a public safety issue 
and the Police will manage the event as needed. 

7.1.4.  New York Planning Federation has inquired about training our boards further.  Clerk provides information 
that Pattern for Progress is associated with an organization that provides Transit Oriented Development 
training and the Boards should probably take that training as it coordinates with the current initiatives 
underway.  Details to be determined. 

7.2. Trustee Bryde 

7.2.1.  Have we reached out to MTA on the train horn sounding too loud?  We have notified MTA but have not 
heard back. 

7.2.2.  Copier approved at last meeting has an improved price and the Clerk should be commended for his 
efforts. 

7.2.3.  Will we cut the trees back on Main Street or cut them down completely?  Board asks Dan Crawford to get 
a written quote from Tree Service. 

7.2.4. Have all phone lines been switched from Broadview to Cornerstone?  Yes. 

7.2.5. Jane Cypher offered her comments on the flower boxes on the Carmel Avenue Bridge and it is thought that 
perhaps the Garden Club could get involved in next year’s beautification effort. 

7.2.6. Hudson River Valley Greenway provided a grant for $7,500 to provide a Main Street Plan in 
coordination with the current contract.  Pattern for Progress will be providing the in-kind contribution.  
The picture of the Clerk receiving the check was very nice. 

7.3. Trustee Boissonnault 

7.3.1. Spoke with a realtor’s group about the Village with good results dispelling some negative perceptions.  
Would like to sit down and write up a marketing brief for the village that can be shared with realtors. 

7.4. Village Clerk 

7.4.1. Credit cards acceptance, web bill pay.  The Clerk has been talking to a 3rd credit card transactions company 
about providing the Village with credit card processing.  This vendor, EVO eZpay, provides both web based 
and in-office capabilities.  This would allow our customers to pay their bills via the internet and all 
transaction fees will be disclosed to the consumer by eZpay.  The Village will not have to collect any 
transaction fees for online payments and we will receive the full amount of the payment toward the bill 
without any deductions.  The in-office ability to accept credit cards is still some weeks away as an interface 
needs to be written to allow the KVS accounting software to process the transaction “behind the scenes” 
to the office staff.  The staff would simply swipe the card and receive authorization back from eZpay if the 



transaction is approved.  Master Card, Visa, and Discover are the accepted credit card types.  The Board of 
Trustees wants to continue with this approach and find out if we can add a fee to cover the monthly 
maintenance expense ($10 per month per bank account).  Clerk will find out more information and report 
back on November 7, 2012. 

7.4.2. GCT Centennial – Metro North Commuter Council, in conjunction with Metro North Railroad, selected 
Brewster as the station that will be highlighted on the Harlem Line during the Grand Central Terminal 
Centennial in 2013.  This yearlong celebration will provide publicity for Brewster and encourage it as a 
destination choice.  The MNCC will attend next year’s Founder’s Day celebration and set up a Centennial 
celebration table/booth.  The Village should work toward providing media coverage in addition that 
generated by Metro North. 

7.4.3. Trident conducted a telephone audit of the Village’s status, policies and procedures.  Some items of 
interest that resulted from the call included the possibility of implementing some or all of the following.  A 
written report will be provided by Trident documenting their findings and recommendations. 

7.4.3.1. LENS program – NYS DMV program that sends status changes to driver’s licenses directly to an 
email; e.g., moving violations and other infractions.  As clean driving records are part and parcel too 
our employee handbook this will help us ensure our personnel driving village vehicles maintain good 
driving records. 

7.4.3.2. Driver training via web – a free service offered to Trident customers where our personnel can 
take a 15 to 20 minute online course a couple of times a year to enhance their driving skills. 

7.4.3.3. Building self-inspection program – Trident recommends our Code Enforcement Officer conduct 
monthly inspections of our buildings and keep records for one year. 

7.4.3.4. Sexual Harassment – The Village should send annual notices to review policy in the Employee 
Handbook and receive verification that the reminder review notice was received. 

7.4.3.5. Substance Abuse testing – Trident is reviewing and may make recommendations on new-hire 
and ongoing random testing. 

8. New Business 

8.1. Mayor Schoenig 

8.1.1. Electrical rates?  Clerk says we declined to participate in the County procurement process because he 
believed the lowest bidder’s firm fixed price to be too high.  Clerk is working with other ESCO marketers to 
see if a better rate can be found.  Our current contract ends on the first meter reading after November 
25th. 

9. Public Comment 

9.1. None  

10. Mayor Schoenig motions to adjourn, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  

  



September 2012 Code Enforcement Report 
 

+ 

VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 

50 MAIN STREET 

BREWSTER, NY 10509 

(845) 279-3760 

 

 

SUMMARY REPORT 

 

BUILDING FEES =  $1,235 

PROPERTY REGISTRATION =  $245 

SAFETY INSPECTION =  $200 

TOTAL FOR AUGUST =  $1,680 

 

PERMITS: 4 

 

INSPECTIONS: 

OPERATING PERMIT   1 

TENANT CO  1 

TOTAL COs, CCs 2 

PENDING INSPECTION  1 

FIRE INSPECTIONS  6 

PROPERTY REGISTRATION PERIODIC 12 

FAILED INSPECTIONS 14 

 

PROPERTY REGISTRATION 

PENDING  19 

 

APPEARANCE TICKETS ISSUED 25 

 

ORDERS TO REMEDY: 

TOTAL ISSUED 18  

 

STOP WORK ORDERS: 

TOTAL ISSUED 1 

 

VIOLATIONS: 

TOTAL ISSUED 1 

RESOLVED 0 

 
 

 



11. 



 















  



Village of Brewster Planning Board 
David P. Kulo Jr. 

Chairman 
 

To  James Schoenig, Mayor 

 Christine Piccini, Trustee, Deputy Mayor 

 Mary Bryde, Trustee  

 Teresa Stockburger, Trustee 

 Tom Boissonnault, Trustee 

 Peter Hansen, Clerk & Treasurer 

 Anthony Mole, Counsel 

 

Public Hearing- September 25, 2012 

 

220 East Main Street 

 

Public comment was open for the Village of Brewster Planning Board acting as lead agency under SEQRA 

regarding the amended site plan for parking spaces at 220 East Main Street, Tax Map ID 67.36-2-4.  There was 

no public response. 

 

A resolution concerning the Planning Board acting as lead agency under SEQRA regarding the amended site 

plan for parking spaces at 220 East Main Street, Tax Map ID 67.36-2-4 was read for the record and Planning 

Board would be the lead agency under SEQRA in this unlisted action and that there was no significant impact 

on the environment. 

 

Finally, the public hearing was opened on the matter of the site plan review of 220 East Main Street, Tax Map 

ID 67.36-2-4. A response was raised by Mr. Abels, representing Mr. Ledley, arguing that the site plan was 

flawed in accommodating his rights to an easement and the physical constraints that the new parking design 

would impact truckers making deliveries.  In a rebuttal, Mr. Sirignano stated that the site plan followed decision 

directives by the New York State Supreme Court.  He said his client, Mr. Doupis, has the rights to make the 

improvements in the site plan. 

 

In addition to truck access, the sign in front of property became an issue of compliance.  The PB members 

believed the Building Dept. had the authority here and requested a letter from Code Enforcement a formal 

statement regarding the sign and its legality under section 199 Village Code before any vote on the site plan. 

 

Regular Meeting September 25, 2012 
 

New Business:  

 

55 East Main Street.  Cache Restaurant.  Mr. Nixon discussed proposal for expansion of the restaurant to 3450 

s.f. from 1700s.f.  The Building Dept. would have the authority with this matter.  The Planning Board was 

interested in the detail changes being made on the façade – light color stucco and a wider awning, roof would 

consist of terra cotta metal tiles.  A waiver was requested for site plan.  As a Type 2 action with no SEQRA or 

negative declaration needed, council and the engineer would determine if indeed a site plan was required.  

 

David Kulo  

Chairman, Planning Board 

October 16, 2012 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 


